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Copyright © 2017 All rights reserved worldwide.

YOUR RIGHTS: This book is restricted to your personal use only. It does not come with any other rights.

LEGAL DISCLAIMER: This book is protected by international copyright law and may not be copied, reproduced, 
given away, or used to create derivative works without the publisher’s expressed permission. The publisher retains 
full copyrights to this book.

The author has made every reasonable effort to be as accurate and complete as possible in the creation of this book 
and to ensure that the information provided is free from errors; however, the author/publisher/ reseller assumes no 
responsibility for errors, omissions, or contrary interpretation of the subject matter herein and does not warrant or 
represent at any time that the contents within are accurate due to the rapidly changing nature of the Internet.

Any perceived slights of specific persons, peoples, or organizations are unintentional.

The purpose of this book is to educate and there are no guarantees of income, sales or results implied. The 
publisher/author/reseller can therefore not be held accountable for any poor results you may attain when 
implementing the techniques or when following any guidelines set out for you in this book.

Any product, website, and company names mentioned in this report are the trademarks or copyright properties of 
their respective owners. The author/publisher/reseller are not associated or affiliated with them in any way. Nor does 
the referred product, website, and company names sponsor, endorse, or approve this product.

COMPENSATION DISCLOSURE: Unless otherwise expressly stated, you should assume that the links contained in 
this book may be affiliate links and either the author/publisher/reseller will earn commission if you click on them and 
buy the product/service mentioned in this book. However, the author/publisher/reseller disclaim any liability that 
may result from your involvement with any such websites/products. You should perform due diligence before buying 
mentioned products or services.

This constitutes the entire license agreement. Any disputes or terms not discussed in this agreement are at the sole 
discretion of the publisher.

the small print
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4 Introduction

Canva is a brilliant tool for creating your social or blog images. The problem is 
that, if you don’t have a defined brand style guide, you can end up wasting lots of 
time scrolling through Canva’s 100+ fonts to find the one that works best with your 
message … this is time consuming & oh so boring!

Font Categories
Font categories are a way of classifying or grouping fonts but there are 4 main 
font classifications – with serifs, those without serifs, scripts and decorative styles. 
Within each of these, there are a number of sub-categories for instance script type 
styles are broken into Formal, Casual, Calligraphic, Blackletter & Lombardic

For the sake of simplifying this article we will be using the following 5 categories:

• Serif fonts: classic, traditional (they’re the ones with little tails 
• Sans-serif: modern, casual (plain with no little tails) 
• Script: feminine, romantic 
• Handwriting: friendly, casual 
• Brush script: artsy, fun

Once you’ve worked out the font category you want to use it’s time to choose a 
font. The following lists are by no means exhaustive but they are a great place to 
start.

TIP: When choosing font styles for your social 
media images you also need to consider your 
web presence as fonts are ‘hard-coded’ into 
your site using HTML.
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5 HEADING FONTS

Headings:
These should be bold, clean fonts. In web world these are written like so … 
<h1>Heading Here</h1>.

As far as SEO goes, you should only use the H1 tag once per page or post.

MAIN heading:

TIP: HTML defines six levels of headings.

A heading element styles all the font changes, 
paragraph breaks before and after, and any 
white space necessary to render the heading. 
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6 SUB-HEADING FONTS 1

Subheads:
(these compliment main headings but can also be used in main headings)

In web world there are 5 sub-heading tags which are used logically throughout 
your page

This is so when Mr Google goes through your page he can tell what is the most 
important to least important information. Here is an example of our heading styles 
…

<h2>heading two </h2>

<h3>heading three </h3>

<h4>heading three </h4>

<h5>heading three </h5>

<h6>heading three </h6>

TIP: The heading elements are H1, H2, H3, H4, 
H5, and H6 with H1 being the highest (or most 
important) level and H6 the least.
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7 SUB-HEADING FONTS 2

Sub headings:
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8 BODY TEXT

Body Text:
(this is where legibility is super important: most legible size is 12-14)

Generally serif fonts (the ones with the little tails at the end of strokes) are used in 
printed work & sans serif (so no little tails) were used in digital.
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9 SCRIPT FONTS

Script fonts:
Use for highlights or very short headlines; 1-2 words
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10 WHERE-EVER FONTS

Where-ever fonts:
Fear not! These ones are safe to use anywhere, everywhere …
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11 FONT COMBOS:

Using the right fonts at the right time is one way to level up the look of your 
graphics. But remember:

• You always want to maintain legibility, because if no one can read your stuff, 
you’ve just wasted your time designing.

• When choosing a font for your logo don’t follow trends too heavily or your 
precious logo will date .

• Use brand appropriate fonts. If you have a style guide, adhere to it. If you don’t 
have one, create one. Choose fonts that reflect your brand personality.

The following pages show some examples of strong font combinations for you to 
use in your Canva designs.
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12 AILERON HEAVY
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13 Amaranth
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14 Cooper Hewitt Heavy
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15 Hammersmith One
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16 League Gothic
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17 Lillita One
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18 Open Sans Extra Bold
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19 Oswald
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20 Raleway Heavy
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21 USE AT YOUR PERIL!

Use at your peril:
Some of the Canva fonts have not got a mention in this post. They have been left 
out because fall into one of two categories: use sparingly, and only for certain 
situations; OR do not use, ever. (yes, I said never, ever, ever!) They are listed here 
because they are are illegible, overused, or just plain ugly.

Following are the fonts I advise you steer well clear of for general copy.
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22 DecoRative 
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23 Script or handwriting fonts
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24 Any of the “Small Caps” fonts
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25 SUMMARY:

Using the right fonts at the right time is one way to level up the look of your 
graphics. But remember:

• You always want to maintain legibility, because if no one can read your stuff, 
you’ve just wasted your time designing.

• When choosing a font for your logo don’t follow trends too heavily or your 
precious logo will date .

• Use brand appropriate fonts. If you have a style guide, adhere to it. If you don’t 
have one, create one. Choose fonts that reflect your brand personality.

Print this list out, put it in a folder & keep it handy as you continue designing for 
your business!
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26 DISCLOSURE

DISCLOSURE:

The information & reviews on this site are based partly on many, many years of 
experience in the design industry & partly on specific research into products we 
believe our readers will find of value. Many of the products I discuss or review 
pay me a commission when you make a purchase from a link on this site but, be 
assured, you will never, ever, ever pay more than anyone else when using our links; 
in fact we may even be able to offer a special discount!

That said, if you don’t feel comfortable with us receiving compensation for our 
referral you can simple google the resource yourself.

We only ever refer, partner or affiliate with products which we truly believe in & use 
ourselves or have been highly recommended by trusted colleagues. Our reviews 
will never be prejudiced by an offer of payment. If something sucks we will say so!

If you want to know which products I may earn from look for a heart ♥ immediately 
before or after the link.

>> http://enterprisebydesign.com.au/legals/disclaimer/

Find this article online at http://enterprisebydesign.com.au/canva-fonts/

for more tips & tricks, be sure to like us at https://www.facebook.com/enterpriseXdesign/


